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German instead ofFrench. The sons all note that they cannot communicate with the French
overseas.

Scope and Content Note:

These letters from American servicemen in World War One describe day-to-day life in the
military--guard duty, the assignment of special duty, moving to ports of embarkation, outfitting
for the voyage overseas, different customs encountered in Europe, and relations with the
inhabitants of a defeated Germany--while avoiding the experience of combat. All of the
correspondents display the conviction that the war cannot last long once the Americans have
entered it, a point of view also embodied in a burlesque of the flight of German Crown Prince
Wilhelm's army before the pursuing Americans.

SERIES

This collection is organized into 2 series:

1. Correspondence
2. Miscellaneous

Series 0001:
Dates:
Size:
Content:
Description:
This series, arranged alphabetically by name of correspondent, consists of letters sent by the
Flori brothers to their parents and siblings at home in Maplewood, Missouri as well as several
missives exchanged among the brothers. The letters describe life in army camps at home and
overseas during World War One.

Series 0002:
Dates:
Size:
Content:
Description:
This series contains circulars and loose envelopes as well as a parody of the retreat of the
German crown prince's army before American forces that may have been penned by one of the
Flori brothers.
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