Discourse and Silerce

Words derive their ultimate meanirg from the nonverbal con-
text into which they are incorporated or ir» which they occur. 1In this
sernse, at the heart of discourse is silence. (Paulo Valesio, Ascoltare

il silengio--Bologna: I1 Mulinoslg 1987-~see 4x6 in file.)

Words hegin as interpretations of the nonverbal, which in turn

gives sense to or interprets the words injected into it. Axwrxdxxsx

EX¥E¥ Another version of the hermeneutic circle,
A word is essentially a cry, more than a "sign."

Since words derive their ultimate meaning from the nonverbal,
of texds as such
deconstructlon is inevitable.  If you corcentrate on the text alone,
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it will never GERE—CUL-—OVER. Deconstructlon works much better with
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textg, preferably printed text?M€%£§ with ;?;1 utterance, where it can

hardly work at all.

VO Coiized. externally
Texts must be processed through sound,ﬁaiaﬁﬁ or in the imagina-

tion. Needed: A code. The code is known ultimately without verbal

explanation (for every verbal explanatlon of a code depends on another
evesit: ~ S R
code *mmm the one explaired), A
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Total explicitness is impossible.

Walter J. Ong Manuscript  Collection
University Archives, Pius Xl Memorial Library

©2007 Saint Louis University


walterj
Text Box
Walter J. Ong Manuscript Collection
University Archives, Pius XII Memorial Library
©2007 Saint Louis University




