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P ~ o f  s saor Walker Gib eon 
Departmeat of h g l i ~ h  
Ih3f versitiy of &e;slaahusett;~ 
Amherst, Masaaohuset% a 01003 

War Walker, 

T b n k  you fo r  tM oopy 09 Pareenlo ead the kAnd L%a;t;er 
u ~ c h  oals w $ t h  it, 'IOU ope w s l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  the g ~ t ~  ~ G U  mag 
wish, Be%mg *o$ed by  walk+^ bPbs~a %s SDs own z+awardl 

Prose have juet  ad your 9rge6, an4 have been 
quizgetd on it. Tklay d id  v e ~ g  wrrt;ll,, $3 Lsa n&w ofsviaus t&t they 
w i l l  have t a  g& t a  h o w  F4;zos 

ZfP;L need eroae tt;;ilgg ~ihrh tihis aoaty book, Put; pephaps 
one part iou lar ,  qu3.t a iasideaGal, coment d g b t  t n t  eraat you, 
I suppose I have been lia$%uaibced by* %eh%betn, bta. you arbate OD 
page 81, @$nee we have knawa one another  fa^ a Ian8 .t;lXwe, But 
I was writfng about the o~al-to-vi&ual shlfti expbla l t ly  baek in 
the aarfy 1950's, having .hamdrsd bh%s oue with great agomy in 
the C O U P S ~  ef my work on &Bss Rmw, The rmts ~f this 
d i a t i n a t i o n  in my own ~hcr-8fse~nlble s a ~ l i a r ,  t o o ,  in 
the late 194098, long b e f ~ r e  H ~ L a b a  de,;~ieloped HoLuhanism, T h y  
connect on %he one s9de with tbe anaient, medieval and Ranafsvance 
evidence axid on the other l a ~ $ e l y  wltb b%bU.~aI s@hslarship and, 
to the beat  09  a$ bowledge, not at a l l  wi&h anydhag that 
Mareball had e i the r  aaia or written up &Q %ha% % i m e ,  Zndesd, be 
quotes fYom my Rsrsus work a* some length %o 
(1962). This is just  a t'~t)-t;no%s YOUP awn informkion as a 
historian, H;y own sources, both fTho3e I a ~ f r e e t l y  uad&rstood 
and those 1 misread (these are often amre p~oductlve) @an be 
found fn publ iaat i sns  of ~ 5 n e  fFaa about 1951 on (aolae of these 
upitten in the late *4U1s), I've marked r e l e v a n t  items on the 
bibl iography enoloasd here, 

Beafdes Perry Miller, the historian Herbert Butbe~fSeld 
of Peterhouse, later  Viae Chanoalbor of earabridge Vniversit y + 
was one of the f irst  1 ta lked  t o  at  length about the voice-to- 
p r i n t  s h i f t ,  This was e i t h e r  in 1950 or 3553 at Peterhouse i~l 
Gambridge, I remember h i s  response: ' ~ b i e  i a  the kind  of thing 
t h a t  aakes till ths dgfferenoe In hfatorg. But how can you show 
it?" Well, I've done what f oan. 



Z us%, i t  gat t ~ u e ~  on8 of ths 
rso~8d %a Peview H ~ e b X l ~ r s  $fret b@ek, 
ar%iaU-rpviau ko rM.~ked Wpe) $he 9 
brpli&va, wga the E T O B % Q ~ O ~ ~ , ~ ~ $  Rudo3ph $, Hokcrins of Ha~ca#ertt;e 
University* $u% T ~ I  Act  st +re&$ BaoWhntai 
curren* thews, Bee Later used t o  rsgudhte 
i t ,  a t  Sea&$ in ~ ~ a v + r s a . E ; i u  with ever my 0bJ8~tfQn8)  tap 
i t  r+raaPes a grsit Bsok, X B ~ l a 4  sa ray o m  %o in%ea~a*i; H a o a l l s l n  
ant$ othsrar Zn ~*tebppSsOb~g kt wh9u the PesabaSnde~eal.stoq3r- Hmah;bl 
b d ,  stbrad An Fie@ York wX%h Barnard 541 &akker-Shya (a cx~eae 
Pri'snd o f  us b04h) was glvingg out+ T b  beak was n e ~ q  evsn. 
a4vsrt%md s @ r i ~ u s l j ~  tor  Bangua~a Free6 h& $ast changad handa 
and tha i 6 w  awnerr~' &g$raap t o  hrcbl M d  littla 5nt;esest in i$ama 
on the old l i a t ,  

MeWan i n f l u e n s s d , ~ ,  I bef%-titve, Ln, a way w s t  
person@ woukd never advert to.$- that; isJI %a my ~ Z a s a  room perfomr- 
anoe, partiisularlg in nxg. gPautict@ of reading froa an4 oommntiag 
on [unidenBifiad) studentar gapers, '1[ ha4 a course from M a  
here at  Saint LouLs University wound 1938-39-viatage U a v i a ,  
aoae of Zhe idsoe now taken to be HrLuhan;lem, Be was c o q l s t l n g  
his Ph*D, d?iaaastatioa on T h o m u  Basha for ClrambrPdge at the tfaie, 
PIo has also a$ Zeoof enaowwgetb aay tetadeae;g Bo %seat pearst and 
prreaent as rrlosely ~ela.t;ed to one a~oBh@p, 

Y k ~ ~ r y ~ h  as B e t e # l a r p  I e m  rrnderlbe stretohoa 
~f wri%iag wMah eeh6 'ciJ.raot J &ba$ h u i e  U t a l k  k937*4bp-wb* 
~rsha lJ .  wars Balkin rabaui4, what % n i s  HuLbemTIqa ma tshking 
sibout@ wha* O e o ~ g ~  f lubsrtms, 33-11 Van Boo {botih JeauPt pr&ea&s 
am), and etXZ of us were t;alkPng abou*, me very k u r n ~  of' 
B X ~ P O S S I D ~  are tberer ~t tihe G D P ~  of muah of it vas o o n o e ~ d  no* 
w i t h  wasair" but w i t h  noe@c pm.oceeacrs. 

, Zn my &a and, Talon Znven&or the dediosltfon t o  Blarnabll 
HcLuhan, 'who ad all .  thIa,'* r e d  t o  the i a o t  t h a O  mashall 
had fir~t aetllsd my a t t e n t i ~ n  $0 Perry HAlLerts work aa ESawua &a nNev tthir, boo* f i r s t  out (1939). 

You seel poufve turaad BIB @a6 3tve kept g o t ~ g  P W ~ Z P  
beasruae K*ve nev>er puf meat of %hi@ oa paper befare, 

A lot of pe~a'ilel&ame in<Hchhstnfs and at) w~f&$w, w e  
just that .  ~s the readerr aan sea in 22x3 
of saholasa in all Slelda have been graee 
aenaoriura materiala, wibhsut gu i t e  knowing what they were deal ing 
w i t h ,  The atuff is l y i n g  all around, You daa identf  fy other 
d e p o ~ i t s  in my msrs recent book, The Preseqze of Jhe Wordf X alil 
gofng to t r y  to bwl3.g Yale Univers i ty  Press i n t o  sending you a 
copy, fo r  1 b e l i e v e  that $a its pages our slfinds w9X1 meet again, 




