GIBSON, Walkey

ﬁ@n

uq,L )
. FILE
SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY _ aory

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH April llh 1969

SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 63103

Profesaor Walker Gibson
Department of English
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Dear Walker, -

Thank you for the copy of Persona end the kind letter
which came with it. You are welecome £0.a&ll the guotes you may
wish., Being gquoted by Walker 3ibsan is tts own reward,

Quitation is a two-way . street where you and I live,
All students in my pressnt courseé in Practical Criticism of
Prose have juat read your Tgugh, Sweet, and Stuffy and have been
quizged on it. They did very well, It is now abviaua that they
will have to get to know Persona, too,

I'11 need some time. Hith this meaty book, But perhaps
one particular, gquite ingidental, comment might intersst you.
I suppose I have been influenced. by Mcluban, as you state on
page 81, since we have krown one another for:a long time, But
I was writing about the oral-to~visual shift expliocitly baek in
the early 1950!'s, bhaving hamméred this out with great :agony in
the course of my work on. Peter Ramua, The roots of this
distinction in my own thought are discernible earlier, too, in
the late 1940's, long before - McLuhan developed MoLuhanism. They
connect on the ope side with the ancient, medieval and Renaissance
evidence and on the other largely with biblical seholarship and,
to the best of my knowledge, not at all with anything that
Marshall had elther said or written up to that time, Indeed, he
quotes from my Ramus work at some lengbth in Zhe Gnhaabsang&laxy
(1962). This is just s foeotnobs for your. owWn information &s. a
historian. My own sources, both those 1 ecorrectly understood
and those I misread (these are often more productive) ‘ean be
found in publiecations of mine irom about 1951 on (some of these
written in the late *40's), I've marked relevant items on the
bibliography enclossd here,

Begides Perry Miller, the historian Herbert Butterfisld
of Peterhouse, later Vice Chanceller of Cambridge University,
was one of the first I talked to at length about the velce-to-
print shift, This was either in 1950 or 1553 at Peterhouse in
Cambridge, I remember his response; "Thias is the kind of thing
that makes sll the difference in history, But how can you s5how
it ?" Well, I've done what I can. '
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i waa, it 15 trua. one of tha only two persoaa in the
world to review Marshall!s first beok, The Meghanieal Bride {my
article~review 1s marked hers), 'The only other reviewer, 1
believe, was the sociologist. Rudolph E, Morris of Marguette
University, But The Mechanical Bride did not treat Meluhan's -
¢urrent themes, . Because 1% 4 d not, he later used to rapudiate
it, at least in- eanversaﬁiona with me, over my objections, for
it remains a great book, I tried on my own to ilnterest Macmillan
and others in repprinting 1t when the remaindered stook Marshall
nad stored in New York with Bernard J. Muller~Thym (a close -
friepd of uwe both) was glving out, Ths book was never even ..
advertised seriously, for Vanguard Press had just changed hands
and the new owners appear ¢ have had llttle interest in items
on the old 1list, o

Me Luban bas influenged.me, I beliava, in-a way mogt
persons would never advert toy that is, in.my ¢lasa room perform-
ance, particularly in my pPactice of reading from and commenting
on {unidentified) students' papers. I had a course from hinm
here at Saint Louis University around 1938«39~evintage Leavis,
none of the ideas now taken to be Moluhaniam, He was completing
bis Ph(D, disasrtation on Thomas Nashe for Cambridge at the time.
He has also at least encouraged my tendency. to treat paat and
praaen& as glosely rel&tad to one another, .

" Through The Gutenberg Galaxy I can undarlins atrotah&s
of writing which echo eotly Saint Louis U bvalk 1937-Ll+-what
Harshall was mlking sbout, what Bernis Muller=Thym was talking
about, what Osorge RKlubertanz, Bill Vam Hoo (both Jesult priests

now), and all of us were talking about, . The very bturns of
exprassien are there, At the core of much of it wasg coneern not

with medi& ‘but with noeﬁgic processes.,

In my Ea ‘and Talon lnventory the dedieation tc ‘Marshall
McLuhan, "who Starcted all this,” refers to the fact that Marsball
had first cslled my attention to Perry Millerts work on Ramus in
The New England Mind, when this book first came ous (1939).

You see, youtve turned me on, I've kept going partly
beeauaa 1've never put most of this on paper before..

A lot of parallalisma in Meluhen's and. my. writing$are
just that. As the reader ecan seé in The Gubenberg Galaxy, scores
of secholars in sll fields have been processing media and
gensorium materisls, without qulte knowing what they were dealing
with, The stuff is lying all around, You can identifly other
depeosits in my more recent book, The Pregence of the Word, 1 an
going to try to bully Yale University Press into sending you a
copy, for I believe that in its pages our minds willl meet again,







